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boarding school at Saffron Walden.*1 The views of John
Sellers commended themselves so warmly to Robert Owen
that he reprinted this work in his New View of Society (1818).
Communists and Socialists claimed him as one of their
spiritual ancestors, if not actually one of themselves. Marx
quotes extensively from the Proposals, and H. M. Hyndman
declares (Socialism in England, 1883) that the book contains
*some of the most luminous thoughts on Political Economy
ever put on paper/ That Sellers was a genuine lover of his
kind none can question. His busy brain was ever devising
schemes for the benefit of mankind, especially for the ameliora-
tion of the lot of the sick and needy, the friendless and the
prisoners. But among the large number of pamphlets, reli-
gious, social and political, that proceeded from his pen the
only one that immediately concerns us is Some Reasons for an
European State proposed to the Powers of Europe by an
Universal Guarantee^ and an Annual Congress^ Senate, Dyet
or Parliament to settle any Disputes about the Bounds and
Rights of Princes and States hereafter. With an Abstract of a
Scheme formed ly King Henry IV of France upon the same
subject* And also a proposal for a general Councilor Convocation
of all the different religious persecutions in Christendom (not to
dispute what they differ about but) to settle the general principles
they agree in; by which it will appear that they may be good
subjects and neighbours though of different apprehensions of the
way to Heaven. In order to prevent broils and wars at home,
when foreign wars are ended. (London, 1710.) Sellers follows
closely the lines laid down by his friend, William Penn, but
with an important addition. As in Penn*s scheme, there was
to be an annual congress of all the Federated States of Europe.

1 M. E. Hirst: The Quakers in Peace and War, p. 165,